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THE CHALLENGE:

*Depopulation & ageing of rural communities

Low and unstable agricultural incomes

Limited generational renewal in farming

*Climate change & increasing production risks

*Fragmented agricultural production

Limited connections between farmers, processors and markets
Limited access to innovation, research and technical knowledge
*Growing economic and social vulnerability of rural areas

THE ECONOMIC BACKBONE

*Agriculture & farming

Livestock

*Agri-food businesses

*Small rural enterprises

*Agricultural education & training

Local processing and transformation

*Rural tourism & territorial services

Innovate
UK
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N Ruralities

OUR RESPONSE AND GOAL
SIMSES 1 MONTEFELTRO CAMPAIGN AIMS AND TEAM

CONNECT: strengthen cooperation between farmers, schools, enterprises, institutions and
technical experts

INNOVATE: develop safflower as a new sustainable agricultural value chain

*TRAIN: involve students, farmers and rural stakeholders in practical and technical activities
‘EMPOWER: provide knowledge, expertise and networking opportunities to rural actors
AMPLIFY: communicate the Living Lab experience through local media, institutions, social media
and RURALITIES channels

*BUILD: connect cultivation, transformation and market opportunities to support more resilient rural
incomes

ruralities-project.eu



Rural Thrive Campaign structure N~ Ruralities

Research and Reports Dissemination

» Share knowledge: disseminate research findings,
technical reports and field results through the SIMSES 1
stakeholder network.

* Engage stakeholders: involve farmers, technical
experts, enterprises, institutions and educational
organisations in sharing and discussing the results.

» Support evidence-based decisions: use the collected
data and research outcomes to support future decisions
on safflower cultivation, processing and value-chain
development.

» Transfer knowledge: make the results accessible to
stakeholders to facilitate the replication of successful
practices and strengthen cooperation within the rural
innovation ecosystem.

Innovate
UK
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Rural Thrive Campaign structure

SOCIAL MEDIA CAMPAIGN - FOLLOWING THE SAFFLOWER CROP

* Build trust: communicate the safflower experimentation transparently to overcome
farmers’ natural caution towards new agricultural projects.

» Show the process: document the complete cultivation cycle through regular social
media updates, from sowing and field management to flowering, harvesting and
production results.

» Share evidence: present practical results, challenges and solutions experienced
during the experimentation.

* Reach farmers: use social media as a direct and accessible communication channel
to engage local farmers and encourage their interest in safflower cultivation.

 Create participation: stimulate dialogue with farmers and rural stakeholders around
the potential of safflower as a crop diversification and income opportunity

https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story fbid=pfbid0UaJWyKrZZQz
3T37abj5BrCM5yxaUauwv/r8yNhETVi82h6rzFEWS5EGCq8YUoyKCCI&id=
100039454885394

ruralities-project.eu
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Rural Thrive Campaign structure N~ Ruralities

Local Fair e Congresses

Participation in fairs and congresses: present the
safflower cultivation process and the development of
the value chain through participation in agricultural
fairs, conferences and sectoral events. These
activities will highlight not only the technical and
productive aspects, but also the economic and
social potential of safflower for rural development,
diversification of agricultural incomes and the
creation of new local opportunities.

Innovate
UK
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FOLLOWING NATURE .
Ruralities

SCHEMA DI COLTIVAZIONE DEL CARTAMO (Carthamus tinctorius):
FASI FENOLOGICHE E CALENDARIO ANNUALE

GENNAIO FEBBRAIO MARZO APRILE MAGGIO GIUGNO LUGLIO AGOSTO SETTEMBRE OTTOBRE NOVEMBRE DICEMBRE
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Germinazione Fase di Levata Ramificazione Fioritura Riempimento Maturazione
ed Emergenza Rosetta (Allungamento fusto) e Bottonatura (Antesi) Acheni e Raccolta
Germinazione attiva, MARZO-MAGGI Rapida crescita ® & @ &» Accumulo olio e Essiccazione
profondita 2-4 cm Sviluppo aereo lento, fusto, incremento L proteine nel seme. naturale piante e
forte to accrescimento fabbisogni idrici v ) Rischio piogge capolini, trebbi-
radicale profondo st g sy
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Germinazione Fase di ) Levata Ramificazione Fioritura Riempimento Maturazione
ed Emergenza Rosetta (Allungamento fusto) e Bottonatura (Antesi) Acheni e Raccolta

Germinazione attiva, @ ~&S" Rapida crescita Formazione Apertura scalare Accumulo olio e Essiccazione naturale
profondita 2-4 cm Sviluppo aereo lento, fusto, incremento ramificazioni e fiori, petali da proteine nel seme. piante e capolini,

forte accrescimento fabbisogni idrici bottoni fiorali giallo a rosso Rischio piogge trebbiatura meccanica

radicale profondo

This infographic details the communication strategy for engaging stakeholders and the production chain of
Safflower, strategically aligned with the natural lifecycle stages shown in the reference image. The campaign
mirrors the plant’s biological development across eight distinct phases
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SIMSES 2

Seven Municipalities Plateau

Thrive Campaign Strategy

Viola Gaudiano
Project Developer

Rural Thrive 50 Webinar
15t September 2026
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Rural Thrive 50 A N
SIMSES 2 - Seven Municipalities Plateau 7 Ruralities

PROJECT PARTNERS
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Rural Thrive 50
SIMSES 2 - Seven Municipalities Plateau

SLOW SUSTAINABLE CULTURAL TOURISM

FIGHTING OVER-TOURISM

Reducing pressure on popular
destinations and redistributing
flows to protect fragile ecosystems,
heritage sites and local communities.

DE-SEASONALIZE
(AGAINST SNOW SCARCITY TOO)

Extending the tourism season
and promoting year-round
experiences to ensure economic
stability and resilience

to climate change.

SOLLICITATE CIRCULAR APPROACH

Encouraging circular economy practices:
reduce, reuse, recycle and regenerate.

Supporting local production, responsible
consumption and resource efficiency.

ruralities-project.eu

Safeguarding cultural heritage,
traditions and local ways of life.
Empowering communities to be
protagonists of their own
development.

PUSH FOR INVESTMENTS
(PUBLIC AND/OR PRIVATE)

PROTECT COMMUNITIES IDENTITY

&

NS

Attracting and coordinating sustainable '
investments in infrastructure, '
innovation and services to foster

long-term territorial development.

|
)

Ruralities

Innovate
UK
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Rural Thrive 50

SIMSES 2 - Seven Municipalities Plateau

November 2026
ONSITE WORKSHOP h

U~U
ONSITE WORKSHOP

to present and discuss
the results of a survey
that has been run
through the stakeholders
for almost 10 months
collecting needs,
challenges, potential
sinergies.

STAKEHOLDERS ENGAGEMENT
SHARING + DISCUSSION « CO-CREATION

ruralities-project.eu

O

g January - February 2027
ONLINE WEBINAR SERIES

3 PILLS
of 40 minutes
each

O

o Ruralities

U~V
ONLINE WEBINAR SERIES

on how to communicate
rural areas and their
touristic value with a
special attention to
slow tourism.

WITH

ONLINE
COMMUNICATIONS o
EXPERTS AND INTERACTIVE

** o
* >
* *
* *
* W

Innovate
UK
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Rural Thrive 50
SIMSES 2 - Seven Municipalities Plateau

Sign up to our | el =0 (14 {4 by writing to

Giulia — progettazione@montagnavicentina.com

Follow us on Linkedln to not miss any news!
@RomeaStrata
@GALMontagnaVicentina

ruralities-project.eu

7D
N

Ruralities
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HITRANS SIMSES 3

(Highland & Islands Transport Partnership)

Katy Beasley

Rural Thrive 50 Webinar
15t September 2026
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About HITRANS

Highlands & Islands HITRANS Organisational Structure
Transport Partnership NATIONAL GOVERNMENT
& FUNDING BODIES

e Scottish Government
|* Transport Scotiand

Regional Transport Partnership in

Scotland

Strategy & Funding

Work with 5 Local Authorities HITRANS PARTNERSHIP BOARD

* COUNCILLOR MEMBER (FROM LOCAL AUTHORITIES)
* NON-COUNCILLOR MEMBERS (INDEPENDENT EXPERTS)
* PROFESSIONAL ADVISORS

Transport expertise

Diverse area containing islands, remote

mainland, rural and urban areas

ruralities-project.eu

Infrastructure Control

Constituent Local
Authorities

Highland Council

Moray Council

Orkney Islands Council
Combhairle nan Eilean Siar
(Western Isles)

Argyll & Bute Council

Coordination

Transport Operators &
Infrastructure Bodies

Ferries (CalMac, Northern
Isles)

Rail (ScotRail, Network Rail)
Air (HIAL, Sustainable
Aviation Partners)

« Highlands & Islands
* NHS Boards (Health &

* Community Active Travel

Colloboration & Social Impact

Community & Economic
Development

Enterprise (HIE)

Transport Action Plan)

groups & Eco Trusts

** o
* *
* *
* *
* o *

Innovate
UK

18



HITRANS and RURALITIES W~ Ruralities

Activities B |
s \#'f""f',‘"”\‘

i i ; PP g '\Q
Pilot study in the Orkney islands | R 4 )

Journey mapping research
Transport solution modelling (
Demonstration events
Replicate the research in other areas

Engage more stakeholders

Provide the most effective transport solutions for diverse rural areas
Feed into strategic planning

Maintaining our pristine environment

:* * *i Innovate
o . A UK
ruralities-project.eu
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HITRANS and RURALITIES W~ Ruralities

Stakeholders

LOCAL REGIONAL
- Community involvement - Shared mobility platform
- Practical local workshops - Network peer-to-peer learning
- Skills sessions - Demonstration events in other island areas
S ! ' 4
0ego00 () O ?
=

Innovate
UK

ruralities-project.eu
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H I TRANS v Ruralities
— NS
Timeline
Sep 2026 Late 2026 2027 Mid 2027 Lat§.2027
Social media campaign Research analysis Expertise and training hub Demo event in an Mobility Hub launch
“Transport and rural futures” Report to board Build upon, showcase, island setting with Orkney Islands
On X @HITRANS_RTP Newsletter release best practices our partner university

Follow our social channel and campaign for more details to get involved, see our showcase and analysis
that will determine where our hub location

:* * *: Innovate
. . L UK
ruralities-project.eu g
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SIMSES 4 - Posavje, SLOVENIA

Spela Seénik, MA
Regional Development Agency Posavje

RURAL THRIVE 2050 Launch Webinar
September 1st 2026

This project has received funding from the European Union's Horizon Europe research and
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D .
About SIMSES <2 Ruralities

SIMSES 4 in Posavije is a vibrant rural innovation ecosystem where orchards, communities, and smart solutions grow side by side to

shape a more resilient future.

4 partners:
* RDA Posavje
« EVROSAD
* TD Senovo (Senovo Tourist Association)

* National Institute of Chemistry

Innovate
UK

ruralities-project.eu


https://docs.google.com/file/d/1q8NJpTqHpQPyXGKljE-cQVwiRJ4M5hoa/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1tnckiV8oQELF-t1Fw0VW1Guo4ceZu68g/preview

)

Ruralities

/
&

LIVING LAB - EVROSAD

Living Lab Posavje.is a_

collaborative rural innovation-,
- ' - o~ —
hub rooted in Evrosad’s erchards,

whereﬁ&ﬁinab]e,ideas a?‘ﬁ\~ -

tested, refined,.and brougl';t to
-

life with the community.

P

=
—
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https://docs.google.com/file/d/1sYCXBFva_kH71uqjmhuStPHDm-9C9tmp/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1sTzbw6W91PGK_O_n1lzDUb6jPsrUe3Sp/preview

EXPERTISE and TRAINING CENTRE W Ruralities

(F)LAG Posavje, together with PONI Posavje’s entrepreneurial support, strengthen rural innovation by connecting communities, local

producers, fisheries, and new businesses into a dynamic, resilient regional ecosystem.

* Innovation hub for rural Posavje.

« Skills & mentoring for local actors.

» Co-creation & pilots across sectors.

* Local voices shaping Rural Thrive 2050.
* Evidence for EU policy from Posavje’s

practices.

Activities:
Stories of Posavje: October - December 2026
- posted online

Training Centre activation: March - June 2027

Innovate
UK

ruralities-project.eu


https://docs.google.com/file/d/1fbizerpmTwQ2bIxzpiuqAZeoYI9mInAS/preview
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Asturias’ Rural Thrive
Campaign Strategy
SIMSES 5

Cristina Viera Bardoén, PhD
ASINCAR

Rural Thrive 50 Webinar

15t September 2026
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. Asturias: understanding the rural landscape and
the Team behind It

A rural territory facing depopulation, limited opportunities and geographical isolation

THE CHALLENGE:

+ Depopulation & ageing

+ Limited employment opportunities
+ Digitalisation gaps

* Geographical isolation

THE ECONOMIC BACKBONE
+ Agriculture
» Livestock

+ Agri-food businesses

OUR RESPONSE - Rural Thrive Campaign aims and team
* Amplify: reach rural communities through multiple media channels
* Include: give visibility to women, migrants and other underrepresented groups

* Empower: provide digital skills, webinars and events for rural agri-food SMEs

ruralities-project.eu

Ruralities

Innovate
UK
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Ruralities
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Our goal is not only to communicate about rural Asturias, but to
empower the people and businesses shaping its future

A
f 1 recder
NC AR CTIC(OO A
ﬂ \‘ I - M : . DI L;{l,l\lili}{:)ll',tlf:‘}{“w

Desarrollo de Estrategias Exteriores

Innovate
UK
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Rural Thrive Campaign structure

-

\_

Encuentro astureuropeo para
mejorar la vida en el medio rural

El proyecto «Ruralities» impulsa el desarrollo
de sectores como turismo o agroganaderia

entidades europe
delproyect

actividades
ntan. Ademds, los
enNorefiayeles—

‘pacioRuralTech de CTICen Peén

Social media

MuRieehighinel campaign (Sep 2026 - Mar
2027): Combining social media, traditional
media and partner communication
channels to reach audiences across
generations, from younger people to

adults.
Led by Grupo Dex & ASINCAR:
Core message: Promote rural life,

showcase innovation and highlight the
opportunities offered by Asturias’ rural
areas.

\

/

ruralities-project.eu

Events

Promoting rural areas: organise two
events to showcase opportunities and
support rural development.

October- READER: Event linked to
International Rural Women'’s Day,
highlighting women'’s role in rural areas.
November-CTIC Event at CTIC facilities,
focused on digitalisation and innovation in
rural areas.

)

Webinars

Online access to knowledge: Webinars,
making key information and insights
accessible to a wider rural audience.
October - READER: Webinar focused on
migrant integration in rural communities.
February - ASINCAR: Webinar aligned
with the launch of the new regional
funding calendar, focusing on how to
finance and carry out R&D&l in the rural

agri-food sector.

)

** & *t
% 5 Innovate
A UK
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o Summary of the campaign

September

November

December

January

o Ruralities

O

February

SOCIAL MEDIA SOCIAL MEDIA
2 Posts in partner 2 Posts in partner
channels channels
Grupo DEX & ASINCAR Grupo DEX & ASINCAR
EVENT

Int'l Women Farm Day

Date: 15 Oct 2026
READER

WEBINAR
Integration of
Migrants in Rural
Communities
Dateb® Oct 2026

Target audience:
+ Agrifood enterprises located in rural areas
* Rural population

» Asturias citizens

ruralities-project.eu

SOCIAL MEDIA
2 Posts in partner
channels

Grupo DEX & ASINCAR

EVENT
Promotion of Rural
Digitalization

CTIC

MEDIA
Local Radio Program

Date: 6 Nov 2026
ASINCAR

) Social Media

e Events

SOCIAL MEDIA SOCIAL MEDIA

2 Posts in partner 2 Posts in partner

channels channels

Grupo DEX & ASINCAR Grupo DEX & ASINCAR
MEDIA
Press Release in
Asturias Rural
ASINCAR
@ Webinars g Other Channels (Radio / Press)

SOCIAL MEDIA SOCIAL MEDIA
2 Posts in partner 2 Posts in partner
channels channels

Grupo DEX & ASINCAR Grupo DEX & ASINCAR
WEBINAR
Funding Schemes for
Agrifood Enterprises

ASINCAR

,** i *i AS Innovate

e |=| LT UK
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RURAL THRIVE 2050

SIMSES 6 Romania

Diana - Elena Creanga
Rural Development Research Platform (RDRP)

Rural Thrive 2050 Launch
1 September 2026
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North-East Romania

Our territory

Siret-Moldova LAG

North-East Development Region

A rural territory connecting local authorities,
farmers, entrepreneurs, schools and

community organisations.

’

Sn ga®
A% Bt
s

e~y

ruralities-project.eu

72\ -
w2 Ruralities

Four partners, complementary roles

RDRP — local coordination and communication, stakeholder engagement
UNIVI — science, education and youth

Siret-Moldova LAG — territorial mobilisation

YXS Avalana — innovation brokerage and business support

Innovate
UK
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Three campaign priorities

Rural innovation

Entrepreneurship, local initiatives and

business support opportunities.

\_

~

ruralities-project.eu

-

Youth & futures

Students, skills and young entrepreneurs

shaping rural futures.

72N\ -
w2 Ruralities

Funding pathways

Dialogue on priorities, funding and

cooperation across the territory.

~

)

** & *i
% 5 Innovate
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i | <= Ruralit
Local voices. Practical W~ Ruralities

Five actions

Who can join — and how

1. Campaign launch & mapping Who: local authorities, entrepreneurs, farmers and producers,

2. Local innovation dialogue schools and students, community organisations.

3. Brokerage webinar

4. Rural Voices storytelling How: join a dialogue; attend the webinar; nominate a rural story; -
5. Final local showcase share practical experience; amplify the campaign through your ?“ “;H":"

networks.

:* * *i Innovate
oy e . e UK
ruralities-project.eu g
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When to join
Campaign timeline

Confirmed launch date and proposed working dates; local dates will be confirmed through SIMSES 6 partner channels.

01 02 03

Campaign launch Stakeholder mapping Local dialogue

1 September 2026 — confirmed 1-18 September 2026 — proposed 22 October 2026 — proposed
04 05 06

Brokerage webinar Rural Voices Final showcase

19 November 2026 — proposed 10 Dec 2026-28 Jan 2027 — proposed 18 February 2027 — proposed

Innovate
UK

ruralities-project.eu
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